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SECTION-A

1. Readthefollowing passage carefully and answer the questionsthat follow: [9%x1=9]

There was another Indian with the Professor and his troupe who took no part in the
strongman acts but spent the entire time digging a shallow trench about ten feet long and
two or three feet wide. By the time Professor had finished his act, this trench had been
filled with red-hot coal sfrom the cook-house. Therewas no funny business about thisfire-
trench either —we gathered around it and the heat from it wasintense. ThisIndian, rather an
elderly gentleman, then stood at one end of thetrench, splashed water from anearby bucket
over hisbarefeet, and then proceeded to walk over the red-hot coalsalong thewholelength
of thetrench. It wasan incredibl e spectacle—we could see thelow flamesfrom the red-hot
coals licking around his bare feet as he slowly walked to the end of the trench. When he
reached it, asif not satisfied, he turned around and walked back the same way. He then
squatted down onthe ground, gestured to hisfeet, and invited-usall to inspect them. Wedid,
and there wasnot so much as ablister anywhereto be seen. |- had pushed forward through
the crowd to get a closer ook at this amazing character’sfeet, and as| knelt down beside
him | felt something thrust into my hand. It was a handkerchief,-and it was then that |
recognised him.

He had looked at me once, briefly, as he passed the handkerchief to me, but when |
went to speak to him helooked away again so | kept my mouth shut. If hewanted to pretend
that hedidn’t understand English then, that wasall right by me. Obvioudly it amused himto
listen to the comments of the admiring crowd gathered around him. The Professor by now
had recovered from his encounter with thefive-ton truck and he cameover to say in halting
English that thefire-walker would take avolunteer with him acrossthefire-trench. This, of
course, produced abiglaugh, but | didn’tjoinin. | knew then that | wasgoing acrossthefire-
trench, although the very thought of it made me go ice cold with fear.

Questions::

1)  What sizewasthetrench? [1]

i)  What did the elderly person do before walking over the red-hot coals? [1]

i)  What harm was caused to the elderly gentleman by thisaction? [1]

iv)  Whendidthe narrator recognise the man? [1]

V)  What did the crowd do to amuse the man? [1]

vi) Who washeading thetroupe? [1]
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Find out the word from the passage which means:

vii) notvery deep [1]
viii) scene [1]
iX) opposite of fluent [1]
2. Readthefollowing passage carefully and choose the correct answer : [6x1=6]

For three days I nspector Robinson had been completely in the dark. A man had been
found unconsciousin the car park of the Swan Hotel. He had been robbed and his car had
been stolen. The police had noideaof hisidentity until at last the manwasabletotell them
who hewasand what had happened. Hewasa so ableto give them adescription of theman,
which the police sent to all the newspapers.

Thenext day Inspector Robinson got amessageto say that the man had beenseenina
small sea-side town. Inspector Robinson immediately went there. When he reached the
police-station, theinspector incharge had asecond message for him. The owner of asmall
restaurant on the seafront had just telephoned. According to him, aperson like the wanted
man was having dinner in hisrestaurant.

The police at once rushed round to the restaurant. Two policemen stayed outsidethe
front entrance, while Inspector Robinson and another man entered through the kitchen.
Very excited, the owner of the restaurant showed Inspector Robinson the man he had been
watching. He was sitting at a corner table, reading a newspaper. Without doubt it wasthe
right man.

Inspector Robinson did not want to disturb the other peoplein the restaurant. He let

the man finish hismeal. Then, as heleft the restaurant, | nspector Robinson followed him
into the street and arrested him.

Questions

1) Inspector Robinson had been completely in the dark. The underlined phrase meang[ 1]
(A) bhappy (B) curious
(C) confusion (D) unhappy

i)  Therobbed manwasfound unconsciousin [1]
(A) hotel (B) theroom
(C) carpak (D) themiddleof theroad

iii) Thepolice gavethedescriptiontothe [1]
(A) manager (B) newspapers
(C) man (D) inspector incharge
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Iv)  Therestaurant owner found ‘thewanted man’ at [1]
(A) theseaside (B) thevillage
(C) thecar park (D) thediningtableof hisrestaurant

V)  Inspector Robinson entered the restaurant through [1]
(A) thekitchen (B) thefront side
(C) the corridor (D) thebackyard

vi) Inspector arrested ‘ the wanted man’ [1]
(A) atthecornertable (B) atthekitchengate
(C) into the street (D) inthecar park

SECTION-B

3. Theeco-club of GSSS Rangpur has proposed atree plantation camp. Writeanoticefor the
school notice board appealing students to take part. Give necessary details. Sign yourself
as Shubhi/Shubhash. [4]

OR

Rakhi/Rakesh intendsto sell her/hisold motoreycle. Draft an adverti sement to be published
inadaily newspaper giving necessary detalls.

4.  You went to the nearby hospital of your locality. The conditions there were miserable.
Write a report to be published in the local daily newspaper to draw the attention of the
authorities. Signit as Geeta/Gopal. [5]

OR
Trandatethefollowing passageinto Hindi :

‘When | arrived there was no one in sight but a girl of about twelve. Her eyes were
covered with abandage and shewasbeing led carefully between the flower-bedsby alittle
boy, who was about four yearsyounger. She stopped, and it looked like she asked him who
had come. He seemed to be describing meto her. Then they passed on.

Miss Beam was all that | had expected - middle aged, full authority, yet kind and
understanding. Her hair was beginning to turn grey, and she had the kind of plump figure that
islikely to be comforting to ahomesick child. | asked her some questions about her teaching
methods, which | had heard weresimple.’
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5. Wiriteabusiness|etter to Messers Prashant and Company, New Delhi stating that the sports
items supplied by their company were not of good quality, so the payments will be made
only after replacement. Sign yoursalf ashead clerk of Globa Schooal. [6]

OR

You areAmita/Amit. Write ajob application for the post of aclerk with your resume.

SECTION-C

6. Jointhefollowing sentences using the connectivesgivenin brackets: [2x1=2]
i)  Vipinsoldthe painting. He painted it overnight. (Which)
i)  Sheput off thelights. The children had slept. (\When)

7. Combine each set of sentencesinto one sentence as directed : [2x1=2]
i) Sushil waspunished. Sushil wasfined. (Compound sentence)

i)  Theearthisround. Everyoneknowsit. (Complex sentence)

8.  Fill intheblanksby choosing wordsgivenin brackets: [4x1=4]
i) Richtributesarepaid __ thegreat men. (for/to/beyond)
i)  Thefeminineworld has created ahugerevolution thefashion arena
(up/in/on)
Phrasal verbs
i)  Priyankaopted for mathematics group. She with her decision.
(gets out/gets on/gets along)
iv) | must my visit till next week. (put out/put off)
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SECTION-D
9. Readthefollowing passage carefully and answer the questionsthat follow: [6x1=6]
‘| used every way | knew to overcomethisfear, but it held mefirmly initsgrip. Finaly,
one October, | decided to get aninstructor and learn to swim. | went to apool and practiced
fivedaysaweek, an hour each day. Theinstructor put abelt around me. A rope attached to
the belt went through a pulley that ran on an overhead cable. He held on to the end of the
rope, and we went back and forth, back and forth acrossthe pool, hour after hour, day after
day, week after week. On each trip acrossthe pool abit of the panic seized me. Eachtime
theinstructor relaxed hishold on the rope and | went under, some of the old terror returned
and my legsfroze. It wasthree months before the tension began to dlack. Then hetaught me
to put my face under water and exhaleand to raisemy noseand inhale. | repeated theexercise
hundreds of times. Bit by bit | shed part of the panic that seized me when my head went
under water.’
Questions::
1)  What wasthe narrator’sfear? [1]
i)  What decisiondid thenarrator take? [1]
i)  What tip wasgiven to the narrator? [1]
iv)  How long did thenarrator taketo slack hisfear? [1]
v)  Whatistheoppositeof ‘ exhale ? [1]
vi) Oneword for ‘sudden uncontrollablefear’ is . [1]
10. Answer thefollowing questionsin about 80 words : [1x4=4]
What different things did Franz noticein the school that day? (The Last Lesson)
OR
What werethefedlingsof Edlaand her father when they got the news about the peddler?
(The Rattrap)
11. Answer thefollowing questionsin 20-25 words: [2x2=4]
i)  Writedown somequalitiesof Subbu. (Poets and Pancakes)
i)  WhowasRajkumar Shukla? Why was he described as‘ resolute’ ?
12. Explainany one of thefollowing stanzas with reference to context : [1x6=6]
i)  ‘Fishermeninthecold sea
would not harmwhales
and theman gathering salt
would look at hishurt hands.’
i) “Aunt Jennifer’stigersprance acrossascreen,
Bright topaz denizens of aworld of green.
They do not fear the men beneath thetree;
They pacein deek chivaric certainty.”
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Answer thefollowing questionsin about 80 words: [1x4=4]

What theme has been taken by the poet in ‘ An Elementary School ClassroominaSlum’?
OR

Writeashort summary of My Mother at Sixty-six’.

Answer thefollowing questionsin 20-25 words: [2x2=4]

1)  “Of twisted bones,” what doesthissymbolize?
(An Elementary School Classroomin a Sum)
i) What beautiful thingsare depicted inthe poem ‘A Thing of Beauty’ ?

15. Answer thefollowing questionsin about 80 words : [1x4=4]
How wasthe hundredth tiger arranged for the Mahargja starget? (The Tiger King)
OR
How did Mr. Lamb motivate Derry? (On the Face of It)
16. Answer thefollowing questionsin 20-25 words [2x2=4]
i)  WhywereDr. Sadao and hiswifeafraid? (The Enemy)
i)  What kind of person was Evans? (Evans Tries an O-level)
17. Choosethe correct alternative: [6x1=6]
i)  Theastrologer vowed to cut off histuft if
(A) helied (B) thehundredthtiger waskilled
(C) bookswerefase (D) rewarded
i)  Wemust visit Antarcticaif we want to study and examinetheearth’s
(A) nature (B) structure
(C) temperature (D) present, past and future
i)  How long has Jack been telling storiesto hisdaughter?
(A) 2years (B) 3years
(C) 4years (D) 5years
) had an ugly face.
(A) Derry (B) Lamb
(C) Joe (D) Jack
v)  What language exam was Evans appearing for?
(A) Engdlish (B) French
(C) German (D) Spanish
vi) How wasthe narrator ableto win many friends?
(A) watching market eagerly (B) studyinghard
(C) dleepingwell (D) standingfirstinclass
DA Bk
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